
                              Open Space and Land Acquisition Committee 

           Thursday, March 14th, 2013 Special Meeting Minutes 

                  3:30 PM- Municipal Center Assembly Room- Southington, CT 

  

Members Present: All regular members were present with the exception of Mr. 

Champagne. Also in attendance were Mark Sciota; Town Atty./Deputy Town Manager 

and David Lavallee, Southington Environmental Planner.  

 

Vice Chair Miceli called the meeting to order at 3:30 PM. Chairman Berkmoes arrived at 

3:32 PM. *Mr. Brumback and Mr. Sciota departed the meeting at 4:25. 

The Committee moved into Executive Session to discuss real estate matters at 3:33 PM 

upon a motion by Miss Miceli and Second by Dr. Urillo with all in favor. Executive 

Session adjourned at 3:53 PM. The Regular Meeting resumed immediately thereafter.  

The next order of business was a discussion with Tom Worthley, UCONN Professor on 

the Forest Management Plan he is preparing for us out at Crescent Lake. Mr. Worthley 

was joined by Alan Roussou, UCONN Forestry Student. Mr. Worthley handed out his 

Draft Forest Management Plan for the Crescent Lake property. Next, Mr. Worthley 

pointed out mapping that was created from data collected on site which reflects various 

tree species, approximate #’s of each, and soil mosaics throughout the site. The data is 

critical to devising a management plan. One species of note was Ash, as it is prevalent 

but under stress. The condition of these particular trees here make it a prime candidate for 

culling while it still may be of use as lumber stock. Mr. Worthley presented his findings 

regarding forest cover and species, as well as overall health of the 5 individual stands that 

he categorized and the resulting recommendations. In assessing the site for possible 

management suggestions given the Town’s goal of creating a healthy forest, Mr. 

Worthley indicated that there are two principal suggestions at this time. The first focuses 

on control of a considerable amount of two particular invasive species; Japanese Barberry 

and Oriental Bittersweet . In order to successfully regenerate any portion of the site after 

a timber harvest, these invasives should be cleared out, as they compete with saplings for 

soil nutrients, light, and space. It is well documented that the Barberry is a haven for tics, 

a public health concern here in Connecticut. There are a number of removal methods 

available to parties that wish to address the removal and treatment of the invasives, 

including herbicide and flame-weeding. It appears that treatment of these species on 

stands 1 and 5 on this site should be a priority. Mr. Worthley noted that a Southington 

resident, Miss Vicky McCarthy has volunteered to host a work party on the site to begin 

the eradication of the invasives. The second recommendation was to conduct a low 

thinning of smaller, weaker trees (Ash primarily) in stands 1 and 5. This activity is part of 

a Sivilculture management process and will promote healthier more robust trees by 

decreasing competition for nutrients and space in the understory. Mr. Worthley also noted 

that within the remaining stands, removal of the broken stock that comprises up to 22% 

of wood mass would aid in reviving the forest and provide firewood. Part of the final 

draft plan will also include a study of the water resources on site. This study is to be 

conducted by Alan Roussou and will depict the health of the resources and how to 

improve and further protect them. Once the final draft plan is available, the Committee 

can choose to focus on particular aspects of it, whether it be harvesting lumber for profit, 

habitat creation, recreational amenities, or providing lumber for use by the VoAg center 



at the high school. A combination of a few of these opportunities will likely be the 

direction we head in. We should receive the final draft plan within a month. Once the 

Committee reviews the plans, the Chairman will send a report to the Town Council for 

their approval through Cmmssr. Miceli, conveying our intentions. This concluded Mr. 

Worthley’s presentation and he was thanked for his efforts thus far. *The next order of 

business that was moved up on the agenda was a presentation by Glen Prushinski 

regarding a mountain bike trail network on the Novick Open Space Parcel. Glen is a 

member of the New England Mountain Bike Association and has been a life-long 

Southington resident. The intent of the mountain bike park would be to provide a network 

of 5-10 miles of narrow, sustainable trails throughout the parcel. The construction would 

be low-impact and favor going around trees rather than removing them. The standards set 

in a “Trail Solutions Manual” would be followed and would result in the practices found 

on other successful trails throughout the state and country. Local groups that have shown 

interest and support of the project include the Southington Land Trust, Southington 

Mountain Bike Search and Rescue Club, S.T.E.P.S., Boy Scouts, NEMBA and Activate 

Southington. Mr. Prushinsky is currently pursuing a grant through the DEEP and their 

Recreational Trails Grant Program. The Trails Grant is also of interest to the town for 

foot bridge construction on the Novick Parcel and trail extensions from the same onto 

abutting open space. It is hoped that the review committees for each grant application 

will see the benefits of funding both projects, as there is symmetry between them for 

furthering recreational opportunities on site. No conflicts with current uses on the 

property are foreseen, as the existing trails would remain intact. As far as potential users, 

a cursory study found at least 150 local mountain bikers would use the trail. The 

Committee is in favor of approving the concept of the use, with the understanding that a 

final plan will come before the Open Space Committee and all applicable boards and 

commissions for approval. A motion to approve as such was made by Miss Miceli, 

seconded by Dr. Urillo and approved unanimously upon a roll call vote. The next item on 

the agenda was the Community Gardens. During the large snowstorm, the Highway Dept. 

found it necessary to stockpile snow on the property that houses the community garden 

beds on Academy Street. Unfortunately, a plow ran over 6 of the beds, thereby destroying 

them. It was brought to Steve Wlodkowski’s attention and he said that he will address the 

issue and replace what was damaged. The lottery for the garden beds on both the East 

Street and Academy Street gardens was discussed; due to the damage to the beds and the 

need to round up volunteers, the due date for submissions will be April12th. Miss Sica 

mentioned that Steve W. has been very helpful in cleaning up the East Street garden and 

clearing the entrance for sight line safety. Next on the agenda was a discussion on the 

Open Space Committee’s involvement in Earth Day activities; members would like to 

host a groundbreaking for the new canoe/kayak launch on the Germania Street Open 

Space Parcel. The river has been cleared of debris in the area and they would like to 

recognize the accomplishment of providing recreational opportunities on site. The event 

will be held at the Germania Street Open Space Parcel on the corner of George and 

Germania Streets at 10:00 AM, April 22
nd

.  A press release will be generated. The final 

item on the agenda was Open Space Goals and Objectives; this item was tabled. 

A motion to adjourn was made by Miss Miceli, Seconded by Mr. Pocock and passed with 

all in favor at 5:34 PM. 

 


